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IV THE 


READER: 


| Hat a Particu- 
| lar Congrega- 
tional Church is an In- 
ſtitution of Chriſt, s 
clear mm the Scriptures of 

p the Old and New Te- 
- ſtament : Which being 
granted, there muSt 

needs be ſomething pro- 

per and peculiar unto 

every ſuch Church, 

which is not common 

to another: For altho 


A 2 every 


— HS 


To the Reader. 


every Church hath Mi- 


niſterial Ofhcers and 
Ordinances, which are 
all of the ſame kind, yet 


they are not the ſame 1n- 


dividual Miniſtry and 


Ordinances, nor in com- 


mon 3 any more than the 


diflind Families of tw0 


Men, each of whom has 
a Wife, Children and 
Servants : One 1s not the 


Husband of the other's 
Wife, nor the Father,of 
the other's Children, nor 
the Maſter of the other's 


Servants. And why 
ſhould we ſpeak or a6 


leſs 
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To: the Reader. 


leſs rationally about a 
Spiritu2l Corporation 
or Soctety than about a 
Civil onve-e Will we al- 
low that the Maſter and 
Wardens, and Privi- 
ledges belonging to one 
Company, may be chal- 
lenged or borrowed by 
another 2 May the Fa- 
ther, Husband, Maſter 
cf one Family be chal- 
lenged or borrowed by 
another? As this Hus- 
band, Father, Mater is 
the proper and peculiar 
Right of this Family in 
a correlation ; and this 


A} Ma- 


To the Reader. 
MagiStrate,Warden,Go- 


vernonr 3s the pecultar 
Right by correlation to 
this Company or Cor- 
poration: 900 zt 3s im 
Spiritual Fellowſhips ; 
this PaStor, Elder or 
Deacon, with all by 
Othce-power 72 Adn- 
niftrations, belongs to 
this Church, and to no 
other ; ſo that ke 7s their 
Officer, and related to 
them, aAbath no right 
to adminiiter or exeres 
his Office in any other 
Church, God being the 
God of Order, and not 


of 


To the Reader. 


of Confuſron, as in all 
the Churches of the 
Saints 3 for if God hath 
zot confounded natural 
and civil relations, nei- 


ther hath he thoſe which 


are ipiritual. 

Sixce Antichriftia- 
niſm bath blinded the 
eyes of the Profeſſung 
World, the plaine$t Do- 
Grines of Faith and Or- 
der have met with great 
ContradiGions and Op- 
poſitzon ; Tea, the minds 
of ſome who were greatly 
enlighined in matters of 
Faith, have been left un- 
A 4 der 


To the Reader. 
der much darkneſs about 


the matters of God's 
Houle ; - the Charch be- 
ing Still, in a great mea- 
ſure, fed in a mySiical 
and hidden State, and 
not yet come forth to a 
tulneſs of ſeparation 


from Antichriſitian en- 


tanglements and polluti- 
ons, as ſhe will when the 


Myſtery of God ſhall 


be finiſhed. 

And many who ſeem 
to have gone farther 
than others in the ac- 
knowledgment of Truths 
appertarming to the 


Churches 


out 
d's 
be- 
ea- 
cal 
1nd 
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on 
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To the Reader. 
Churches of ChriSt, and 
the Forms and Ordi- 
nances znitiituted by 
Him ; yet for want of 
fuller Illumination, or 
being byaſs d too nh 
by Worldly Intereft, 
and men-pleafing com- 
pliance, have prattiſed 
wot only ſhort of the 
Rule, but alſo very un- 
groundedly and irregu- 
larly in . theſe ſacred 
things: Not to mention 
more In$tances than the 
particular Point which 
7s learnedly and nervou- 
fy dilculled this 
Trea- 
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To the Reader. 


Treatiſe ; Some even of 
the Congregational 
Perſuaſion having ex- 
tended the Communion 
of Churches beyond the 
Bounds which Chris 
hath ſet, by making it 
reach to Oftice-Power ; 
bawe thereby fallen into 
a Miſtake,which 3s in it 
felf, deSiruftive to the 
nattre of a Spiritual 
Corporation: For if 


Miniſterial Power be : 


communicable, why not 
the Privitedge of Church 
Member ſhip much more? 
And ſo he that Votes to 

ad- 


To the Reader. 


admit a Member in one 
Church, may alſo by 
wertue thereof, Vote in 
the admiſſron or rejeSti- 
on of Members, or mm 
the Ele&i:on of Minifte- 
rial Officers all the 
World over, and then 
what becomes of parti- 
cular Churches and 
their Priviledges ® 

It 3s true, there 3s 
ſuch a thing as Com- 


 munton of Churches 


in a SiSterly converſe 
and Entertainment of 
one another, whereby 
they allow of each others 
Church 


Fo the Reader. 


Church State , without 
1mpoſing upon one anc- 
ther, or parting ' with 
any thing which 3s pro- 
per to themſelves alone, 
as Church-Member- 
ſhip and Office-power. 

It 3s one thing to 


partake of the benefit of 


Power, where it 1s du- 


ly p_ lawfully exer- 
ciſed ; and another thing 
to exercile Power: A 
Man who is a Member 
of . one. Corporation, 
may. come and ſue for 
his Right im another, 


or bave any Friendly 
En- 


cer- 
i 

ing 

A 


'ber 


1er, 


ly 
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Entertainment there ; 
But the Mayor of one 
Corporation cannot come 
and fit and at as a 
Magiſtrate iz another 
Corporation : So the 
Paftor of a Church may 
partake of the Lord's 


Supper in a place where 


he hath no power to 


adminiſter zt. 

Chris Commiſſion 
fo a Paſtor reacheth no 
arther than the Charge 
undertaken by hin and 


committed to him - (iced 


the Flock over which 


the Holy Ghoſt - hath 
made 


To the Reader. 


made thee Overſeer, ) 
any more than that of 
the Ruling Elder or 
Deacon. 

Again, He that ad- 
miniſters, doth it as an 
ordinary Brother, or as 
a Paſtor. If as aBro- 
ther, then what becomes 
of the Paſtoral Office ? 
Churches may do with- 
out it; And this will 
Ju ſtifie the Irregular 
PraGices of thoſe who 
call ordinary Brethren 
to adminifter the Seals 
as they have occafion. 
If he adminiſter as Pa- 
ſtor, 


To the Reader. 
ſtor; it muſt be as 
Paſtor of the Church 
whereto he belongs : and 
then one Church hath 
power to make a Church- 
Officer for another, and 
to chooſe and ſet a Pa- 
flor over it : Then al- 
fo, where is co-ordi- 
nation of Churches ? 
Then likewiſe, ewery 
particular Church hath 
power to chooſe a Ca- 
tholick Pa$tor, which 
is abſurd > And if the 
Choice of the Foreign 
Church do give power, 
then a Member. of their 


Own 


To the Reader. 
own might be a fitter 
Perſon for this Work , 
having power im -the 
Church as a Member 
already, which the other 
has not. If he admi- 
miſter as a Paſtor 77 
ſtanding Office to one 
Church, and occaſio- 
nal only to another; 
then there 1s more requi- 
red to make. an- occalio- 
nal* Officer than a 
ſtanding Paſtor : - For 
there's. but one .Church 
required to' the choo ſang 
a ſtanding Paſtor; but 
two are. requiſite to 


chooſe 
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chooſe an occaſional 
Paſtor ; there needing 
the Choice of that 
Church only to which 
he 3s primarily related, 
to make him a ſtand- 
ing Paſtor; but beſides 
that, there mmft be the 
Choice of another 
Church to make him 
an occaſional] _ Officer 
pro hic & nunc. 

Bit I ſhall not en- 
large upon this, nor 
need I, it being ths 
Subje&. of the entuwing 
Diſcourſe, where it 3s 


frenuouſly, yet modeſtly 


all 


To the Reader. 
and calmly argued and 
clear'd, which I recom- 
ment to theConſideration 
of the Unprejudiced and 
Impartial Inquirer after 
Truth. It was Wrote 
long fince, and Correc- 
ted and fitted for the 
Preſs by the late Re- 
verend and Pious Au- 
thor, whoſe Name it 
hears; Occaſioned by 
the irregular PraGice. 
of ſome Church or 
Churches who called in 
Neighbouring Paſtors 
to adminiſter the Lord's 
Supper to them when 


they 


x; 
and 
COM 
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To the Reader. 
they had none of their 
own. Upon the like 
PraGices here of late, 
and at the deſire of ſome 
Friends who had ſeen it, 
He intended to have 
Printed zt had he lived ; 
Which Tntention of his 
7s Warrant ſufficient to 
Publiſh it fince his 
Death ; and indeed,nei- 
ther it, nor the Author 
need any Epiſtle Recom- 
mendatory : I bis Tra&t 
is able to ſpeak for it 
ſelf; and as for Him,þis 
Name and Memory are 
ſavoury and precious in 
more Nations than One. 


DN on rn Eh er nee Ce a en rr 


A 


Diſcuſſion, &>c. 


Or, A 


DISPUTE 


Upon. theſe 
T wo Queſtions : 


Queſtion E. 


Hether a Paſtor 
of the Church 
at Corinth may Aad- 
miniſter the Lord's Sup- 
per in the Church: at 
Cenchrea ? 


Queſt- 


Queſtion II : 


Ibether may # Mem- 
ber of the Church at 


Cenchrea partake of 


the Lord's Supper ad- 
miniſtred there,by a Pa- 
flor of the Church at 
Corinth ; himſelf not 


being clear whether this © 


att of the Paſtor of the 
Charch at Corinth be 
not unwarrantable e 


Auf wer : 
T conceive : neither 


the one nor the other 
al 


SY 
to be according to the 
Rule ; but both the ad- 

mieincice of the Pa- 
ftor of Corinth 1n the 
Church of Cenchre:z, 
and the communicat- 
ing'of ſuch a Member 
of the Church of Cen- 
chrea in the Supper,ſo. 
adminiſtred there, to 


be fintul. 


I ſhall firſt enquire 
into the lawfulneſs of 
the Paſtor of Corinth's 
Admimſtration of the 
Supper in the Church 
of Cenchreg, 


There 


. 4 ] 
_- There are Three 
Points, the Conſidera- 
tron whereof will not 
be impertinent for the 
clearing of the preſent 
Cale, viz... 

I. Concerning Ofhce 
and Office- Power in 
the Church, 

II. Concerning Com- 
munion of Churches. 

III. Concerning the 
ſtrict 1nvariablenels of 
the Rule given by 
Chriſt to his Churches, 
about all the affairs and 
walking iheredf, an#the 
indiſpenſible obligati- 


n ON 


[3] 
on that lies upon then 
in no Caſe to ſwerve 
th:refrom. 


C33, Þ 8 * 


Touching Church-Office 


aid Power. 


To be an Officer in 
the Church is to be 
Chriſt's S1bſtitute, and 
in his Stead, not only 
by the Diſpenlation 
and Diſpoſal of Pro- 
vidgnce, , but by a {pe- 
cial Conſtitution and 
Commijſion iron Ciriſt 
+ In 


Cu. 
in the way of an Inft+- 
tuted Ordinance. It 1s, 
I fay, to be the Subſti- 
tute, andin the ſtead 
of Chriſt unto - the 
Church, for {ſuch 
things as are within 
the Officer” s Commiili- 
ON. 
Hence Office and 
Office-power 18 not a 
thing of a ſample, ab- 
ſolute Nature ; and 
thence, 1s not an znde- 
lible Charafer j imprin- 
ted on him- that 1s an 
Officer, which he car- 
ries ingraven on him 


£0 


y Aga, 
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ZS 
go he:where. be will : 

This is a Myſterious 19- 
thing devis'd and much 
argued about by the 
idle and\curious Brains 
of thole' that reaped 
Profit by the Fiction : 

But it- 15 A Spiritual 
Relation (to which 
the Inſtitution of Chrift 
gives a Being )\and a 
Right, Authority. or 
Power correſpondent 
thereunto. And hence, 
thath a; double Ob- 
Jecb? by! »whach 1 10 15: [14 
nuted 7d terminated, 

mmely, the. Church 
01 G2 and 


25 
and the As proper to 
the Office. 

Fir, The Officer, 
as an Othcer,1s a corre- 
late to that Church  0- 
ver which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath (et him;buc 
beyond that Church, 
his relation as an Otti- 
cer . cxtendeth not at 
all to others, over 
which the Holy ,Ghoſt 
hath not ſet him. The 
nature of KRelates 1s 
{uch as: that they: mu- 
tually give and receive 
Being from each other; 
and thence the one. 1s 
not 


P"Y nah fad ot A — "i —_ ya 


a % 


E #- 


not a Relate but with 
reference to the other. 
And: hence, remove 
thar Reference, and 
you take away its be- 
ing, and conlequent- 
ly cut off and inter- 
cept all its Operations 
2s fuck; - _ for that 
which hath no Being 
can put forth no Ope- 
ration, 

Henee it follaws., 


That the Othcer of a 


Church hath 'no: being 
as an Officer, but 1n 
the Church, and whol- 


ly with reference to it. 
C 3 The 
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and the Acts proper to 
the Office. 

Firfi, The Officer, 
as an Ofhcer.,1s a corre- 
late to that Church ' o- 
ver which the Ho] 
Ghoſt hath (et him;but 
beyond ihat Church, 
his relation as an Otfi- 
cer extendeth not at 
all to others, over 
which the Holy ,Gholſt 
hath not ſet him. The 
nature of Relates 1s 
{uch as that they: mu- 
tually give and recelve 
Being trom each other; 
and thence the one. 1s 
not 
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not a Relate but with 
reference to the other. 
And: hence, remove 
that Reference, and 
you take away its be- 
ing, and conlequent- 
ly cut off and inter- 
cept all ts Operations 
as fuch; {for that 
which hath no Being 
can put torth no Ope- 
ration, 

Henee it follows, 


That the Officer of a 


Church hath no: being 
as an Officer, but 1n 
the Church, and whol- 
ly with reference to it. 

C2 au 
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The Language of the 
Holy Ghoſt concern- 
Ing ordinary Officers 1s 
conſtantly ſuch as 
holds forth this. They 
are ſaid to be fet in 
the Flock, Acrs 20. 
28. And they are to 
look to the whole Flock 
that they have relation 
ro as Officers. AlF the 
Flock, zbid. So Heb. 
13.7,17. Tour Guides 
nm your Rulers, not 
others ; that have rule. 
over you, not over 
others. | 
- Both . the Ofhcer's 


POVC r 
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82 3 
power and per{on as an 
Officer, relate to that 
particular Flock or 
Church mn which 
the Holy Choſt hath 
fet him: Evenas the 
Eye, or the like Or- 
gan in the Body,which 
is both a Member, and 
an Organ that bath a 
particular Office - in 
the Body whereof it 
1s a Member; but 
hath neither Member- 
ſhip nor Othce out of 
its own body In ano- 
ther, The Eye 1n S0- 
crates's Head hath no 
C 4 Oi- 
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Otfice, nor 1s 1t a 
Member in Plato's 
Head, nor can it fee 
there. And thence,as 
the Body may poſiibly 
be without the Eyes, 
but then it 1s fo far an 
un-organized body; yet 
the Eye hath no ſub- 
tiftence as an Organ 
(much leſs any ation ) 
out of the Body : So 
we read of Churches 
that fometimes were 
without Officers, Afts 
14. 23. but never of 
ordinary Officers with- 
out Churches, or that 


put 


Y 


= if 
ato's 
| lee 


Ce,AS 


bly 
yes, 
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* of 
1th- 
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put 
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. put forth any act of 


Office, {ave 1n thole 
particular Churches 1n 
which they were both 
Members and O fficers. 
For Office in the Church 
15 {uper-induced and 
ingrafted, as | may ay, 
upon Memberſhip, Rom. 
12. 4. and thence my 
Office - Relation and 
Power cannot be ex- 
tended to. others than 
nty Member-Relation 
toucheth and claſpeth 
hold upon. But 
the Paſtor of the 
Church of Corimth 15 

no: 


T7 
no Fellow-Member 
with the Members of 
any Church but that 
at. Coriath , tor by 
them only can he be 
Cenſured. 
Secondly, Office- 
power correſponds to 
the Relation, and 1s 
Iimited according to tt, 
as to the aGis in which 
(as well as the perſons 
over whom) it 1s to be 
exerted. A Paſtor of 
a Church hath no Au- 
thority at all, by vir- 
tue of that his Office, 
to Fine or Impriſon, 
or 
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or the like. Thele are 
a&ts of Civil Authori- 
ty, hs 1s ſpiritual, tor 
{ach 1s his relation, 
and thence his power 
is limited to ſpiritual 
as. Therefore to 1- 
magine Ottice-power , 
where there 1s no Of. 
fice-Kelation, or to al- 
low a&.s of Office, and 
yet to - deny Offices 
ower , . 18 to build 
Caſtles n the Air, and 
frame an magination 
that overthrows it ſelf. 
Again, All Church 
Offices are alike as to. 
the 


[ 16 ] 
the extent of their pow- 
er ; for their power a- 
ri{eth from thetr Of- 
fice-relation to the 
Church, therefore one 
Officer is - related to 
tho 'more Churches: 
than another'; he hath: 
no more Office-power: 
in other Churches than: 
another: Officer. hath:' 
The Deacon of: the 
Church at Corimth 1s 
related . as>i\Deveon to- 
that;Churck, and none: 
ete bur :that::---Even: 
{o.1s the Paſtor. © The 
moans between the 


Of- 


Pt —- 


Pt 
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Offices of the Church 
lieth not at all in the 
extent of one to other 
perſons more than the 
other ; but in the dit- 
kerent work - that- the 
different Officers have 
alotted- to them with 
reſpect 'to the: Taine 
perſons. The Ruler 
is to. attend with dili- 
gence'to. the Rule of 
the ſame Perſons or 
Church; and the Dea» 
can ce; .receiyei..and 
faithitjlly;; diſpoſe the 
Ferhporaſothiops:tom- 


—_ to him” of the 


ſame 


[728 |] 
ſame Oharch + har" the 
Paſtor is t6'adminiſtet 
a Word of Wiſdom 
ro, and the' Feather '4 
Word:of Knowledge: 
The ' Scripture” | No 
where gives any the 
leaſt fmtimation of a 
Difference between 
them in this regard. - : 

To iflue this: Point 
about -Church-Offite) bl 
, The whole:'of the 
power of: '0ffige- is''oF 

gal-exterit with afy 


one part thereoF, 109 1to 


thePerſors oker whom 
it its to be ekettifedt; bf 
ATTN Ar- 
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| Archippus ' may - put 

! forth ove at of © his 
: Office to all the 
| Church at Coloſf, or to 

: other perſons beſides, 


he may allo put forth 


' other aQs. It he may, 


asa Paftor , feed all or 


| any with'a' Word of 
f Wiſdoin, noneof thoſe 


who are - under Its 
QOhatge' tor tbat,\may 


| beiexetnjted| from uwn- 
| der” hts /power' 4s to 


Riſe. - At he may "rule 


| more: Chiitches | than 
: ohE& he may adniimifter 


ws Lord? F Sup per” to 


more 
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more than one. If the 


Lord Jeſus hath put 
the Church of Cen- 


chrea 1n the Commiitt- 


on of the Paſtor of 
the Church of Corinth 
for one aCt proper to 
his Office, he hath al- 
{o for all other Office- 
acts. Yea, and then 
all the Churches of 
Achaia are no mote 
exempted than, the 
Church of Cenchrea ; 
And where we ſhall 
Nop I know not, till 
we have made him an 
Univerſal Paſtor, or 


Bi- 


| 
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Biſhop Oecumenical,and 
{o- {et him up to juſtle 
with the Old Gentle- 
man at Rox; . who 


(of the two) hath the 


better Title to i, ha- 
ving both Phecas his 
Grant, and actual poſ- 
ſeſſron ſome Years a- 


bove a Fhouland. 


Of the foregoing. 


 Premiles (betore I pats 


on to the Second Point 


to be conſidered ) I 
ſhall make a double 


Improvement. 


I. Briefly deduce 
D ſome: 


f >] 
ſome "Arguments  con- 
cluding the Queſtion. 

HE Remrn' an Anſwer 
to ſohe Objections. 


Firſt, Save Argu- 
ments concluding the 


Queſtion. 


Argument 1. That 
comes firſt to Hand 
which was laſt touch- 
ed upon. The Paſtor 
of the - Church at Co- 
rinth may not admini- 
ſter the Lord's Supper 
where he may not 
Rale or Govern : - But 
he 
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he may not Govern in 
the Church. of Cer- 
chrea ; And therefore, 
not adminiſter the Sup- 
per there. IT know no 
colour for it in the 
Word, That in admi- 
niftring the Lord's Sup- 
per Archippus {hould 
be Chriſt's Subſtitute, 


and in Chriſt's ſtead 


to the Church of Cen- 
chrea, but in nothing 
elſe.; Inall other mat- 
ters pertaining to Of- 
fice-power having no 


| Authority over them: 


from Chriſt. It he 
3 3 we 


[ 24 ] 
be Commiſſioned and 
Deputed from Chrtſt 
for the one, he 1s and 
muſt be alſo for the 
other. 


Argum. WW. Where 
he may not put forth: 
the power of a Mem- 
ber, hee may not put 
torth the power of an 
Officer > But 1n the 
Church of Cenebres 
the Paſtor of the 
Church of Corinth 


| may not put forth the 


power of a Member, 
Suppole m Voting, 
Judg 


and 
tt 
and 

the 


here 
orth: 
fem- 
pur 
" an 

the 
hrea 
the 
inth. 
the 
tber, 


mg, 


1dg- 


CJ 
Judging, Admitting, 
Calling an Officer, or 
the like. 

It ſeems unreaſo- 
nable and incongru- 
ous, that where he ts 
not ſubje& as. a Mem- 
ber, he ſhould have 
the Priviledge to. ex- 
ert the power of a 


| Membes.. And if not 


the power of a Mem- 
ber, mucl: leſs. the 
power of, an Officer : 
But in Admimniſtring 
the Lord's. Supper he 
puts forth the power of 
an Officer, doing that 


which 


OE OED en 
EY hs Ih 
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which none but an 


Officer may do. 


Arg. INI. Ruling 
Elders may as lawful- 
ly, and with as. much 
Right, put forth the 
acts of their Office, as 
a Paſtor do any adts of 
his Office, 1n. other 
Churches beſides that 
to which they have 
ſpecial Office-Relati- 
01 ; 'for they are both 
ſet 1n the body alike, 
he that ruleth, and he 
that - Exhorteth, Rom. 
12, But the Ruling- 
| El- 


[. 27 |] 
Elders - of Corinth may 
not rule over the Church 
of Cenchrea, and: there- 
fore neither may the 
Paſtor of Corinth ad- 
miniſter the Lord's 
Supper, there. 


Arg. IV. Where a 
Man hath no Offece- 
power, he may do no 
Office-aFs ; He ts elle a 
Bufre-body, aAATTESHTKOF os 
1 Pet. 4. 15. There 
is fuch a neceſfary and 
innate all;ance and con- 
rexion between Othce- 
power and Office-a&s, 


AS 
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25 that the latter can- 


not be- orderly put 
forth but by virtue of, 


the former: But the 
Paſtor of the Church 
of Corinth hath no 
Office-power in the 
Church of Cenchrea ; 
for he 1s none of their 
Officer; tor he was 
never Called or Cho- 
len by them; they ne- 
ver {ubmitted them- 
{elves to him ; the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt never {et him 
over them: None 
but Members 1n Cer- 
chrea can have any Of- 
fice 
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ce there, Rom. 12. 4, 
"Tis only Members 
that have any Office 
(lo we render 1t, the 
Greek Word 1ignihies 
allo ation or operati- 
01) 1n the Body. But 
the Paſtor of the 
Church of Corimth 1s 
no Member 1n the 
Church of Cenchrea : 
He 15 no more a Mem- 
ber there than any 
other Member is; for 
the Paſtor's Member- 
ſhip, and a private 
Members Memberihip 
are not at all difte- 
E rent. 


[ 30 } 


.xyent. The Members 


of Coremnth are not 
Members 1m -Cerchres, 
for the Members make 
up the whole, contrt- 
buting and containrng 
Ht them all the effentt- 
al cauſes, viz. both 
utter and form of the 
whole-: If therefore 
the Members of the 
one were Members of 
the other, the-Church- 
.es muſt be both one, 
.and not two diſtin& 
:Churches: And then 
when Sardis 1s dead; 
and ' Laodicea Juke- 


warm, 


an an aa 


vv I++ ww. A ***. 
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warm, Philadelphia is 
ſotoo. It the Limbs 
and Members of Alex- 
ander be the Members 
of Ariſtotle when A- 
lexander rides, Ariftctle 
ts tn the Saddle too. 
The Paſtor therefore 
of Cormth is no Mem- 
ber in Cenchrea, and 
if no Member no Ot- 
ficer, and tf no Offi- 
cer he hath no- Office- 
power, and therefore 
may do. no Office-act 
there, ſuch as admun- 
ſtring the Lord's "_ 
per 18. 


E 2 Are. 


E 92] 


Arg. V. If the Pa- 
ſtor of the Church of 
Corinth may admini- 
ſter the Lord's Supper 
in the Church of Cen- 
chrea, he hath a right 
or authority to do 1t. 
It he have Authority 


to do it, he may re- 


quire the Church to 4 


receive it at his hands, 
and the Church may 
not refuſe it: Yea, 
and this though the 
proper Paſtor of Cer- 
chrea were living, and 
preſent with them. For 
the 


ET 


the Death or Abſence 
of the Paſtor of the 
Church of Cerchrea 
gives the Paſtor of the 
Church of Corinth no 
more power or right 
in the Church of Cer- 
chrea than he had be- 
fore.Right to put forth 
an a&t of Office, and 
Authority to require 
{ubmiſtion to that act 
are inſeparable : He 
that may grant a 
Warrant, hath Au- 
thority to require O- 
bedience to 1t. The 
Church of Cexchrea: 
= 3 may 
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may refuſe ever to re- 


ceive the Supper ad- 
miunſtred by the Pa- 


ſtor of the Church of 


Corinth, and not ſin in 


ſo doing ; aud there- 
fore he hath no Au- 
thocity to require 1t. 
Ad if no Authority 


to require their re-- 


ceiving, he hath no 
right himſelf to admi- 
niſter it to them. For 
Right to Adminiſter, 
ſuppolſeth him to be 
Chriſt's Subſtitute, 
Commuiitioned from 
him for ſuch Admi- 


ni- 


L3S 1] 
niſtration ; But to be 
Chriſt's Subſtitute, 
Commaititoned. by him,. 


" muſt needs infer an 


Authority and Power 
to require 1n. Chriſt's: 
Name, attendance up- 
on ſuch an Admini- 
ſtration whereto he is 


by. Chrilt. Commilli- 


« oned. 


Arg. VI. Without. 
Power given him from 
Chrift, the Paſtor. of. 
the Church of. Corinth 
may not adminiſter the. 
Supper.-1n..the Church- 
4.0 


[ 3s ] 
of Cenchrca: For no 
Man ſhould bleſs and 
ſeparate the Elements, 
ſo as from Common 
to make them Sacra- 
mental], unleſs he have 
Power or Authorit 

given him from Chr: 

ſo to do; for whate- 
ver ts done of this 
kind, mult be done in 
the Name of Chri#, 
whoſe Work alone it 
1s, by his poor Mini- 
{ter as his Subſtitute 
and Inſtrument to pro- 
duce and really effe&t 
that Special Union 
which 


if 


4 and Commitlioned by 


LI 3 
which there truly 1s 
in the Sacrament be- 
tween the Elements 
and his Body and 
Blond. Chriſt doth 
not now ſeparate and 
bleſs the Bread and 
Wine amongſt us im- 
mediately in his own 
Perſon : If it be done 
therefore, it ſhould 
be done by one that 


is Chriſt's ſubſtitute, 
It 


him thereunto. 


* therefore, a Man have 


not  Commiſlion and 
Authority from -Chrif# 
to 


[ 38 ] 
to doit, he may not 
do it. 

But the Paſtor- of 
the Church of Corinth 
hath no Power or Au- 
thority given him from 
Chriſt, to adminiſter 
the Supper in the 
Church of Cenchrega. 


He can have none from- 


Chriſt but what he 
hath by the Church ; 
but he hath none- by 
the Church, and there- 
fore none from Chriſt: 

He bath none by 
the Church of Corinth, 
for they can give. him 


no . 


A <> I 


[ 39 
no- power for any acti », 
on in another Church : 
He hath none by the 
Church of Cenchree, 
for they do not Call 
him to Office amongſt 
them: And there- 
fore he hath none at 
all, for theſe are the 


- two only Churches. 


from whom any thing 
can be pretended 1n 


this Caſe. 


Arg. VII. If he 
may Adminiſter the 
Supper to and in the 
Church of Cenchrea, he 
muſt 


[ 40 ] 
muſt alſo fu/fi/ his Mt- 


niſtry towards that - 


Church in all the other 
acts of his Miniſtry 
wherein the Church 
needs his help: For 
right to adminiſter the 


. Supper {uppoleth Ot- 


tice, but Oftce-relati- 
on inferreth Office- 
Bonds, Offhce beint 
not a Power or Licence 
only, but carrying in 
it a Chargg, Command 
and Duty. But it 1s e- 
vident, the Paſtor of 
the Church of Corinth 


6 not bound to fulfil 


his 


© the Church 


[ 41 ] 


chrea, he 1s not bound 
ro Watch there, Rule 
there, Guide there, 
Labour in the Word 
and Doctrine there. 
The other Officers of 
the Church of Corznth 
e bound to fulfil 


' their Offices, in doing 


the reſpettive work. 


thereof ro the Church 


of Cenchrea,* as. much 
as the Paſtor ; and both 
they and he are as well 
bound to the other 
Churches in Achaza, as 
to 


[ 42 } 


to that at Cenchrea. 


Arg. VTIH. If this 
adminifiring the Sup- 
per in the Church of 
Cenchrea by the Paſtor 
of the Church of Co- 
rinth be Lawtul and 
Warrantable, I de- 
mand, What 1s it that 
males it ſo? He 1s 
plain he doth a ſpecial 
aq, which none bur 
Perſons. npower'd and 
priviiedged thereto 
may do ; ſuch tpecial 
acts muſt have fome-- 
thing: for the. ground 
of 
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of them. tndeed all as 
muſt, elſe they are un- 
lawful. But there is 
nothing that can im- 
power the Paftor of 
the Charch of Cormth 
fore thus acttng in the 
Church of Cenchrea. Te 
muſt becither hrs Gifts 
or his Grace,or his Ele- 
&o0n,or Þts Ordination : 
But none of theſe can 
give htm power to ad- 
miniſter the Lord's 
Supper in Cenchrea. 

Net Ins Grfts nor 
Grace. | For then a 
Non-Offecer: mrght do 


IC, 


L 4s 


it. Grace gives ability 
only to do a thing ac- 
ceptably ro God, as to 
the inward frame of 
the heart with which 
it 15 done;not any right 
to do lawfully any ex- 
ternal act which other- 
wiſe might not be 
done. Gifts only fur- 
niſh with ability tor 
doing ſuch a thing, 
(whereto the Gitts are 
ſuited) unto others E- 
ditication, but confer 
not a Right or Autho- 
rity whereby it may 
lawfully be done ; for 
then 
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then every one that 
hath equal Gifts muſt 
have equal Authority. 
Neither Gifts nor 
Grace make a Man 
Chriſt's Subſtitute to 
bleſs and ſandtifie Ele- 
ments in his Name, 
and make them Sacra- 
mental Signs of Chriſt 
and his Benefits. Pri- 
vate Members, yea 
Women have both 
Gifts and Grace; yet 
are not Chriſt's Subſtt- 
tutes for ſuch an Ad- 
miniſtration. 

Not his Ele&ion. | 
F The 


CO EE Io Er I ne enero, —_— 
_— Cr ee ear em ee 


[ 46 ] 


The Church that 


chooleth him, choo(- 
eth him only for them- 
felves, not for other 


Churches; to be in 
Chriſt's ſtead- amongſt 


them, not amongſt 0- 
thers. For Chriſt hath 


not given them power 


to confer ſuch power 


onany Man, with re- 
ſped to any ' others 
than themſelves : But 


each Church is betru- 


ſted with it by the 


Lord Chriſt for it ſelf. 
The Church of Ccrimnth 


cannot ſubject the 
Church 


i.  ..; # & Y 
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Church of Cenchrea to. 
their Paſtor; and there- 
fore cannot give him 
either Office-power, or 
power for any Office- 
a& in the Church of. 
Cenchrea ; they may as 
well make hw an Uni- - 
verſal Paſtor over all 
the Churches in. the 
whole World. 

Not his Ordination. | 
For this preſuppoleth, 
1s grounded upon, and. 
relates wholly to his 
Ele&jon ;, and thence 
g1ves not power of a. 
hrger extent than he 
F 3. was 


[ 48 ] 
was called to in his E- 
leon. 

He 1s Ordained to 


'no other than he was 


Cholen to ; and there- 
fore, if in his Election 
he be not Choſen to 
act as an Officer in 
other Churches, his 
Ordination impowers 
him not at all thereun- 
to; He is not Choſen 
ro one thing, and Or- 
dained to another. Or- 
dination, (be 1t a So- 
lemn 1nveſtiture of him 
with Oftice-power, or 
be it a Solemn Separa- 
tion 


[ 49 ] 
tion of him with ſup- 
poled due Rites, and 
in due manner to his 
Work, yet it) ſo ne- 
cellarily and wholly 
relates to his EleGion, 
that he can receive no 
power thereby of /ar- 
ger extent than in his 
Election he was called 
unto. 

In ſum therefore, If 
neither his Gifts, nor 
Grace, nor EleHii- 
on, nor Ordination be 
a juſt and ſufficient 
ground for the Paſtor 
of the Church of Co- 


rinth 


a And A. 
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ES... 
rinth his adminiſtring 
the Lord's Supper in. 
the Church of Cenchrea + 
there 1s no {ufficient 
ground: at all for it : 
But in none of thele is 
there a ſufficient. 
ground for it, there- 
fore there 1s none at 
all. As to what may 
be pleaded by. vertue 
of Communion of 
Churches, it ſhall be 
confidered in the next 
Pont. 


This ſhall ſerve for 
Arguments concluding 
the 


 abides 


C9 
the Oueftion. There 
are fome ObjeGions 
that may recetve their 


An(wer from the Pre- 


| miſes, and theſe come 


next to be conſidered. 


Obz. 1. He zs a Paſ- 
tor every where, and 
ill veflted with.. 
that Relation, and the 
Authority of it, even 
when he 73s in Cen- 
chrea, and not only 
when he is aGiing as a 
Paſtor in Corinth. 'Ts 
not with a Church-0O 
cer as with the Ele- 
ments 


ROE A 
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ments in the Sacra- 
ments, which remain 
Sacred and Sacramental 
only while they are uſing 
in that Ordinance ; but 
afterwards, and out of 
that uſe, what is left of 
the Bread or Wine 1s 
common. 


Anſ. True, he doth 


abide clothed with the 


Office of a Paſtor, even 
while he is at Cenchrea; 
even as the Lord 
Mayor of London a- 
bides Lord Mayor 
though he go into 
IWeſt- 
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Weſtminſter; yet he can 
put forth none of his 
power as Mayor whilſt 
he 15 there: So1s the 
Paſtor of the Church 
of Corinth limited in 


+ the acts of his Office, 


as to the obje& of ir, 
unto the particular 
Church of Corinth ; 
Elſewhere, and unto 
others, he 1s but as a 
Private Perlon as to 
any Office-Authority 
or Power : As a Fa- 
ther abides a Father, 
when he 1s 1n another 


| Mans Houle ; yet 


G hath 
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hath no Paternal Au- 
thority over any Chil- 
dren but his own. 
Yea, I will grant 
further, that the Paſtor 
of the Church of Co- 
rinth 1s to be honour- 
ed with ſingular el- 
teem by the Church of 
Cenchrea ; not only 
for his eminent excel]- 
ling in ſpiritual Giits 
and Grace, but alſo 
becauſe the Lord Jeſus 
hath put honour upon 
him 1n calling him to 
{uch a place, and velt- 
ing him with ſuch an 
Oi- 


[ 55 | 


| Office | in one of his 


Churches. 
Nay, I will 


moreover yield the 


| Paſtor of the Church 


of Corinth to be 
an Ordinance of God 


| for good to all 


the Members of the 
Church of Cenchrea : 
So mdeed he 1s in his 
feeding of the Church 
of Corinth with a 
Word of Wiſdom, to 
all the Inhabitants of 
that City,being a Vel- 
le] that carries preci- 
ous Treafure, and 


- hold; 
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holds forth unto all 
that hear his Preach- 
ing the Word of Lite. 

And lo 1s the Church 
it ſelf of Corinth, it be- 
ing the Pillar of Truth, 
and an Ordinance pro- 
vided and ſet up on 


purpole by the great ' - 


God in the dark 
World for this very 
end, to diſplay his 
manifold Wildom in 
the Goſpel], and direct 


| the loſt Sons of Men _ 


in the way of Commu- 
nion with God by 


Chriſt, and an Eternal : 
En- } 


haz; Nd—_ of wb of ah cd a 


with them. 
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Enjoyment of him, 
Yet it will not ar 
all tollow irom hence. 


that the Church of Co- 
rinth may judge with 


| Church-Cenſure the 


Men of the World 
that are without ( the 


| Apoſtle, 1 Cor. '5. 12, 


13. expreſly denies it ) 
or Excommunicate the 
Members of the 
Church of Cenchrea , 
who are not of the 
fame Lump and Body 
No more 
will it follow that the 


| Paſtor of the Church 


W 2 of. 
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of Corinth may do any 
Office-acts in the 


Church of Cenchrea , © 


thongh he abide clo- 
thed with that Oitice, 
and 1n his holy Admi- 
niſtrations 1n the 
Church of Corinth be 
an Ordinance of God 
for their good, as far 
as Providence g1ves 
them an opportunity 
to partake of the be- 
nefit thereof. The 
Lord Mayor of London 
15 the King's Officer, 
or Ordinance for good 
to all the Kingdom, 


and 
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and therefore to all the 
Citizens of Briftol, as 
far as they have occa- 
{10n to ule his power, 
yet the Lord Mayor 
of London can do no 
act of his Office, nor 
put forth any of his 
Othce-power within 
the City of Briſtol. 


Obj.2. The Paſtor of 
Corinth may as lawful- 
ly adminiſter the Supper 
in the Charch of Cen- 
chrea, as a Member of 
the Chanel of Cenchrea 
may partake in the Ad- 


+ mi- 


[ 60 ] 
miniſtration of the Sup- 
per in the Church of 
Corinth. 


Anſ. The Caſes are 
not paralle]. There is 
a great deal of diffe- 
rence between a Mem- 
ber's partaking, and a 
Paſtor s adminiſtring 
the Supper 1n another 
Church. For 

1. A Member mn 
communicating 1s not 
Chriſt's Subſtitute, but 
1s conſidered only as a 
Member of a particu- 
lar inſtituted Church, 

where-- 


V 
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whereof Chriſt is the 
Political Head. 

' 2. The Paſtor of 
Corinth 1s 1n his proper 
place where the Holy 
Ghoſt hath ſet him, 
when he 1s . admint- 
{tring the Supper there 
(which 1s more than 
can be {aid when he 1s 
admini{tring in Cen- 
chrea) and whom the 
Church rightly re- 
ceives to partake with 
them in that Ordi- 
nance, he cannot put 
back, nor may he for- 
bear his Duty upon 


that account. 3 
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There are In- 
ſtances and Grounds 
in Scripture, for a 
Member of ove Church 
his being received and 
owned, and his com- 
municating in another 
Church Row. 16.1,2. 
A&s 20.4,5,6,7. But 
there are none for a 
Paſtors admimnſtring 
the Supper out of his 
own Church. 

4. Receiving the 
Supper 1s a Privileage, 
Adminiſtring the Sup- 
per isan action where- 
1n Office-power 1s exers 
| ted, 
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ted ; and hence agat 
they are vaſtly differ 
ent, and the one much 
more confined than 
the other : Receiving 


unto the Supper each 


others Members occa- 
{tonally, being but a 
proper expretiion of 
Sifterly Communion be- 
tween Churches; when 
as Officers mutually 
acting as Officers 1n 
{ſeveral Churches, im- 
plies a Coalition of the 
Churches into one ; or 
at leaſt that they are 


both equally under his 
Oft- 


[ 64 ] 
Office-power. Sharing 
in a Priviledge, and 
putting forth of pow- 
er, do ſo much difter, 
as that im a private 
Member the one is 
much more limited 
and reſtrain'd than the 
other: A private Mem- 


ber of Corinth hath no- 


Power or Right to 
Vote in another 
Church than that 
whereof he is a Mem- 
ber, for Excommuni- 
cation, Admiſſion, Cal- 
ling an Officer, or a- 
ny thing elſe of like 


na- 


ao. 
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nature, wherein the 
Members of that 
Church are -concer- 
[ned to give Judg- 
ment, yet a Mem- 
ber of Corinth may 
there partake of the 
Lord's Supper. And 
duppoſe a Member, or 
Forty Members of 
{orinth ſhould Vote, 
being preſent in the 
Church of Cenchrea, 
vhen an Officer 15 
Called, or a Member 
Received or Caſt out ; 
their Vote, though 
toncurring with the 
Church 
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Church of Cenchrea, 


would have no effici- 
ency, or cauſal infllu- 
ence at all, by virtue 
of any Inſtitution of 
Chriſt, to inſtate ſuch 
Perſon in Office-Pow- 
er, .or to admit into, 
or caſt out from a 
Member-Relation. If 
therefore a Member of 
Corinth's being admit- 
ted to partake of the 
Supper in Cenchrea, 
will not infer his pow- 
er to Vote or pals 
Judgment there; much 
leſs will it infer the 
Pa- 
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Paſtor of Corinth's 
ower to act as an 


Officer there. 


Obj. 3. The Pa- 
= of Corinth 7s an 
cer of the Church 
Catholick, and he ad- 
mminiflers the Lord's 
Supper to the Church of 
enchrea, as Members 
| the Catholick 
hurch, not as ſuch a 
particular Chu-ch. 


i 

« Anſ. 1. The Scrip- 
ture knows but two 
kinds of Churches , 


1 UVIL. 


| 68 ] 
viz, Myſtical and 1i- 
ftituted. 

2. The Myſtical 
(conſiſting of all and 


only true Believers ) 


hath neither Officers 


. nor Ordinances ſeated 
. 1n it, though both are 


deſigned for it princi- 
pally ; but as zt 1s, ſo 
all its priviledges are 
ſpiritual and inviſible, 
and not Dilpenced by 
Men,but by God him- 
{elf. Nor indeed is it 
poſſible, That the 
Church Myſtical ſhould 
be the proper ſubje& of 


Or- 
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* Ordinances diſpenſed by 
Mortal Men. becauſe 
then no Man could mm 
Faith diſpenſe any Or- 

inance to another; for 
10 Man can make a 
Judgment of. Faith or 
certain [Knowledge, 
concerning anothers 
belonging to the My- 
frical Church. And 
hence, the Members of 
the Chas ch of Cenchrea 
lyppoling them all 
— of the 
Church Myſtical, yet 
as. ſuch they are not 
Subjects nextly and 
H com- 
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[ 70 | 
compleatly qualified 
tor, and inſtituted to 
this Ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper ; Net- 
ther is the Paſtor of 
the Church at Corinth 
an Officer over them, 
tor theMyſtical Church 
hath no Officers. And 
by the ſame reaſon, 
the Paſtor of+ Corinth 
may give the Lord's 
Supper to any that he 
judgeth Believers , 
where-ever he caſually 
lghrs on them. 


3. The Inſlituted 


__c_ 
Church is no other 


than 
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t than a Particular Con- 
gregation or Church ; 
ſuch as that at Corinth, 
and that at Cenchrea, 
which are parts of the 
general kind, and 
Iiſtituted Churches 
themſelves ; as Thomas 
yu John are parts of 
Mankind, and Men 
themſelves. But look 
as Fohn's Eye 1s not ſet 
in Thomas's Head, nor 
can it ſee there ; ſo 
neither 1s the Officer 
of the Church. of Co- 
rinth let in the Church 
at Cenchrea, nor can he 


H 2 do 


#. . $8 


do any acts of Office: 


there: For-though all 
Officers 1n the gene- 
ral belong to the 
Church 1n the general, 


as all Hands belong to 


the Body of Mankind 
in the general, or Hu- 
mane Body ; yet this 
and that particular or- 
dinary Officer: belongs 
to this and that parti- 
cular Church, and to 
them only, as this and 
that Hand belong to 
this and- that parti- 
cular Body.And there- 
fore the Paſtor of the 
Church 
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L 73 1 
Church of Corinth is 
(no more, nor other- 
wile an Officer of the 
Catholick Church, than 
my Hand or Eye 1s an 
Organ of Mankind ; 
that 1s 1n ſhort, He 1s 
an Officer to the 
Church of Corinth, and 
to no other Church be- 
fides that. 


+ 4 It Catbolick 


hurch 1n this Obje- 
10n be taken in ano- 
ther Notion than either 
for the Church My yſti- 
cal, or tor all particu- 


lar inflitnted Churches, 


namely, 


L34 ] 


namely, for The whole 
body of vi ſable Biliewers 
throughout the World : 

I Anſwer (1. There 
1s no {uch Church. For 
although the whole 
body of Believers 
throughout the World 
be ſo called in our 
common Speech ( and 
complying with Cu- 
ſtom, we may notthe 
them by that Name) 
yet the Holy Ghoſt 1n 
Scripture, tells us of no 
ſuch Church. (2.) It 
was a piece of the Faith 


of the Congregational 
Church- 


© 9% 


Churches ' in the times 


of their Liberty, which 


they ſhall do well now 
not to depart from, 
that, Tho the whole bo- 
ay of o1ſuble Be- 
lievers through- _— 
out the World San : 
are called the Ca- ©. 26 
tholick Viſible - 
Church, ard may be ſo 
called, yet it 5s not as 
{uch,a Church intruſted 
with the adminiſtration 
of any Ordinances, nor 
hath it any Officers. 

f And therefore the 
Paſtor of the Church 
of 
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of Corinth cannot be 


an Officer to them, 
nor have the Mem- 
bers of the Church of 
Cenchrea, under that 
Notion as part of this 
Body, any Right or 
Title to have the 
Lord's Supper admi- 
niſtred amongſt them. 
(3.) The ſame Per- 
ions-lay allo expreſly, 
that, Befides particular 
Churches (ſuch whole 
Conſtitution and Ga- 
thering they had be- 
fore deſcribed) there 3s 
not inſtituted by Chriſt 
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iny Church more exten- 
five or Catho- 


1, Declar.at 
lick,, entruſted 1c 5,03 
with power for Of the In- 
the adminiſtra- war ek; 

; : Churches , 
tion of his Or- and their 
dinances, or the Oar, 

| Prop. 6. 
execution of any | 
Authority in his Name. 
If therefore there be 
ng ſuch Church inſti- 
tuted by. Chriſt, a Plea 
from 1t for the regula- 
rity of this Practice is 
altogether vain, being 
wholly Founded on 


| that which 1s not. 


(4.) This Notion of 
I fucb 


[ 78 ] 
ach a kind of Catholick, 
Church, undermines 
and overthrows at once. 
all che Principles of 
the Congregational way 
and Practice ; As will 
quickly appear to any 
that underſtands . and 
wilt conſider 1t, and as 
they well know that 
are any thing acquain-. || » 
ted with the Grounds. | ; 
and Writings of the | 
different Parties in 
thoſe Points. But this. 
Practice impleaded 1 
this Diſpute, cannot 
ſtand without enter- 
tain- 


[ 29 ] 
taining ſuch a Notion 
1 ofa Church Cartholick. 
1 This ſhould make us 
1] thy of ic, tance it leads: 
7] to the gverthrow and 


7 renunciation of what 


| we once believed and 
} built up by our Pro». 
! teffion and. Practice ; 
{and engageth us to the 


k ; owning of that which 


| is-inconfiſteng with all 
| the Principles.-o& our 

| Perſuation:, touching 

| the, Conltiturion - of 

| Churches, and-the Or- 

| der te be obſerved by 

| them. 
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POINT II. {| 


Touching' Communion of : 


Churches. 


IT. Tho this Com-- | 
munion be * partly | 
founded 1n,and greatly | 
ſuited to the Law of |: 
Nature, and Light of |j 
Reaſon : ; (to the Prin- | 
ciples whereof theNew | 
Teſtament Inſtitutions: | 
offer no Violence) yet:|} 
it is to be martaged. * F 
the Light of the Rules |! 

. of the Word; it being || 
brought ; 
| 
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SH 
brought under a ſpeci- 
al Inſtitution of Chriſt 
as many other things 
are, which even 
Natural Light goes a 
great way 1n approv- 
ing of, and leading to. 
Although -- therefore 
this or that particular 
Practice - may ſeem a 
very fair - and {weet 
fruit of the Communi- 
on of Churches; yet 
if it be deſtitute of all 
'Ground and Watrant 
in the Word, ſuch Pra- 
&ice muſt be look'd 
Wpan as unlawtul, be- 

t = cont 
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[| 82 ] 


cauſe wanting a War- | 


rant from the Holy |} 
Scriptures. 1 

{l. Communion of | 
Churches is for the | 


help, preſervation and | 
buiſding-up, - not only ; 


of the ſeveral Saints mn , 
thoſe Churches conſj- | 


dered ſeparately and | 
ſingly ; but firſtly and | 
immediately of-- the | 


Churches themlelves, | 
as inſtituted Bodies or | 


"Societies, made up and | 


confi ſting of Saints for | 


that end joined toge- | 
ther according to the | 


Lord. 


[ 53 ] 
Lord, Hence it muſt 
needs follow, thar 
whatever tends to the 
confounding of Church- 
es, which in their Con- 
ſuitution are diſtinCt 
and ſeveral, and ſhould 
be 1o preſerved invio- 
lably,is not a right ex- 
ercile and improve- 
ment of the Communi- 
on of Churches, bur x 
perverting thereof. 

FH. Hence allo it 
tollows with an high 
hand, That though in 
communion of Church- 
es there be: a ſingular: 
L. 4; CXs 


[94 | 
exerciſe of that love, 
which all Saints. and 
Churches ought to 
have and ſhew one to 
another, as opportunt- 
ty for it 1s admint 
{tred ; yet 1t is altoge- 
ther unwarrantable,for 
Churches walking in 
mutual Communion to. 
coaleſce into, and make 
up a new [Inſtituted 
Body, of which they 
ſhould all be Members. 
For tho they ought to 
walk in love and com- 
munion one with ano- 
ther,yet they are there- 
in 


[ 35 ] 
in limited by the Lord, 
and may not become 
Members one of ano- 
ther mutually ; there 
being no Inſtitution of 
his to Warrant it, as 
there 1s for Saints be- 
coming one Body in a 
Church, and Members 
one of another by 
virtue thereof. Nor 
it ſeveral Churches 
ſhould agree ſo to 
make up one Body, 
would Chriſt be the 
Head of that Body, as 
he 1s of every Church. 
or Body of. his own In- 
ſtitution. IV. 
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IV. As nortwath- 
ftanding Commumion 
of Churches, both rhe 
{everal Churches as 
Bodies, and allo the 
particular Members of 
each of them as Mem- 
bers, oughtto be kept 
diſtinct ; neither the 
feveral Charches, while 
they continue ſeveral 
Churches,running into 
one body;nor the Memr- 
bers .of each becoming 
mutually Members of 
the other: So their 
leveral reſpeGive O;* 
_ and. all che 1 
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 minſtrations of them 
ought to be kept di- 
ſtix& and appropriated 
according as the Lord 
hath ct them :  Offi- 
'cvers of Churches in 
-Commumon, being no 
-more generally or mu- 
-tually Officers to thoſe 
ſeveral Churches, than 
'the Members of "cen 
are mutually Members. 


From the premiſed 
Conſiderations touch- 
ing Commumon of 
Churches, leveral Rea- 
| je nings concluding the 
| One- 


[ 88 | 


Queſtion might be de- 


duced : But all the 
Improvement that I 


ſhall make of them, 1s 


only to anſwer ſome 
ObjeHions ariſing from 
miſ-apprebenfions about 
che preſent Subject, 


Communion of C hurches. 


Obz. 1. The Paſtor 


of the Chirch of Co- 


rinth may lawfully ad- 
miniſter the Supper in 
the Church of Cenchrea 
by vertue of Communi- 
on of Churches, as well 
as at as an Officer in a 


Sy- 


[. 8g ] 
Synod where the Meſ- 
ſengers and Elders of 
Churches that walk in 
Communion meet. 

Anſ. Notwithſtand- 
ing Communion of 
Churches, he may not. 
lawiully adminiſterrhe. | 
v_ in Cenchrea.. 

. Communion of 
Cha .. enlargeth 
not the: object and [:- 
zits of the reſp:Cive 
Officers Power. Such 
CommuniomChurches 
may nothavesit would 
rather be Confuſion, and 


i both ' the 
Pri- 


[80 Þ 
Priviledges and entire- 
neſs of each of them, 


Communion of Charches. 
extends not to the-lub-) 


zecting of Chmrches to 


each others Officers, 


any more than to the 


ſubjecting of particw-/ 


lar Members to other 
Churches than - their 
own. The Church of 
Coriuth may as well by: 
virtue of Communiom 
of Churches Cenlure 
and Caſt out a; Mem- 
ler of. Cerchrea;.as the: 
Paſtor of Corinth by: 
vertue of Communion: 
of 
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[ 91 ] 
of Churches, a& as an 
Ofhecer in the Church 
of Ceacbrea. 
Communion of Charch- 
es ts ordained for the 
mutual help ofChurch- 
es, by the benefit and 
ule of the Gifts that 
are 1n any of them, the 
help- whereof another 
may need ; but nat for 
2a foundation of the en- 
hrging, mutual: com- 
municating, or exerci- 
ling of e-p 
| agy> er gre Odſicers 
al in a Synod to 1n- 
ftruct or admonith an 
erring 


[92 } 
ering Church, a&t not | 
any Office-power,nor do | 
any other thing,than a 
Synod conſiſting of Bre- 
thren without Officers, 
might as lawfully do. 
Neither indeed, do Of- 

cers come to.,o0r act 1n 
a Synod as Officers,but 
as delegated or deputed 
or {ent by their re{pec- 
tive . Churches there- 
| unto : And for ſuch 
| | an Exprefſion of | 
| Churches mutual com- | 
lf munion, there is a clear | 
Warrant in the Word. 
But for Churches to 
an} com- 


Ot 


[ 93 ] 


communicate their Ot- 
ficers to each other, or 
tor ordinary Officers to 
act as Officers. to- more 
Churches than that one 
to which they are cho- 
ſen, there is no War-- 
rant at. all. - 


Obj. 2. The Church 
of  Cenchrea. deſires it, 
and the Church of Co- 
rinth conſents. 

An. 1.1 fall demand, 
Where 1s the Warrant 
for the deſire of the 
one, or the conſent of 
the other ? "Tis cer- 

* mn- 


C 94 ] 


tain one Church may 


pollibly requeſt, and 


another agree to that 
awhich 1s. un-warrant- 
able. 

2. The whole of the 
Paſtor's Power he hath 
from Chriſtthrough the 
Church ; and thence 


he- 15 to-: be regulated 


in the exerciſe of that 
power wholly by the 


Rule that Chriſt hath 


oven about it in his 


Word, not by the 


©* "2 OM conlent or 


diflent- at all. For tho 
the Power that he ex- 
CI-- 
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{ 95] 
ercileth be devolved 
on him from Chriſt, by 


the intervention of the 


Churches afting ; yet 
the whole of theOffice- 
power that he exerci{- 
eth 15 Chriſt's, and to 
be put forth in his 
Name, and it neither 
15, Nor ever was ſeated 
in the Church. 

. The Cenchreans 
call, and the Corimthz- 
ans conlent or diſmil- 
ſton, may tranſlate the 
Paſtor, and change his 
relation from Corinth 
to Cenchrea : But while 
the 


[ 96 ] 
the relation abides as 
before, the call or re- 
queſt of the one, and 
the conſent of the o0- 
ther render not his 
acting as Paſtor to Cen- 
chrea-any. other than 
Irregular : tho perhaps 
it may render it leſs 
diſtaſitul to ſome. For 
the Oftice-relation re- 
maining unaltered, the 
Oftice-power cannot be 
tranſported- from one 
Object to another, nor 
enlarged to more 
Churches: Becaule Of- 
fice-power 1s limited 


in. 
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11 1ts- extent, both as 
to the things about 
which,and perſons over 
whom 1t 1s to be exer- 
ciſed ;. and: cannot by 
any conſent or agree- 
ment of Paſtors and 
Churches, be 1n either 
of thole regards exten- 
ded beyond, or ſtrait- 
ned within the compaſls 
and bounds let and fix- 
ed by Chriſt. A Church 
may as well. abridge a 
Paſtor's Power, as ex- 
tend it further than 
Chriſt hath-done ; or 
extend another Officer's 

power 
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wer to things that 
Chriſt hath fecluded 
from his Office : As 
for Example ; Agree 


that a Deacon ſhall 


baptrze ; or that their 
Paſtor hall only Teach 
and. not Rule. But as 
this Agreement and 
an{werable Practice 
would on all hands be 
invalid and ſinful ; ſo 
is this alledged delire 
of Cenchrea, and con-- 
lent of Corinth altoge- 
ther irregular, and 
without Warrant from. 
Chriſt; and thence 


whol- 
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_ 
wholly null, and ſuch 
as makes the Paſtor's 
acting 1n the Church 
of Cenchrea no more 
lawful, than it would 
be if neither Cenchrea 
deſired 1t, or Cormth 
apreed to-1t. 


Obz. 3. The Paſtor 
of Coriath brings ſome 

* bis Members with 
fi ſuppoſe fix or ſe- 
ven or more, to Cen- 
chrea, and he admini- 
fters the Supper as to. 
bis .ewn Church, tho not 
aſſembled in the aſual 
place, 


[ roo | 


place, or uſual number, 


but the Cenchreans: 


communicate with them. 

Anſw. 1. This Obye- 
$G:0n and Practice im- 
ply a tacit acknow- 
ledgment, that the Pa- 
ſtor of Corzmth may 
not adminiſter theSup- 
per but in his. own 
Church ; which 1s the 
very thing expreſly ar- 
gued. for in this Dil- 
pute. 

2. I-demand in whe- 
ther part of this com- 


pany. thus aſlembled, 


relides- the Church- 
power 
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power of receiving or 
excluding from partt- 
clpation in that Ordi- 
nance ? Suppole a per- 
ſon be occaſionally 
preſent that pretends 
to be a Member of a 
Third Church, ſuppole 
one at Athens, or elſe- 
where in Achaia ; but 
perhaps 1s reported to 
be Caſt out, or Guilty 
of ſome Scandal : whe- 
ther muſt the Church 
of Cenchrea, or theſe 
few Members of the 
Church of Corinth with 

their Paſtor,give Judg- 


L meanr 
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[802 | 
ment concerning this 
Perſon's being receiv'd 
or debarred from the 
Supper then to be ad- 
miniſtred ? If it be 
ſaid, the Members of 
Corinth with their Pa- 
ſtor : Let the Church 
of Cenchrea look about 
them ; well they ma 

(I ſuppoſe they will) 
make {ome Stand at 
this new Practice of {o 
uncouth an Alpes 
which plainly bereaves 
them (tho a Church of 
Chriſt, aflembled 1n 
the Name of Chriſt ) of | 
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[ 103 ] 
power to. jadge Eccle- 
{iaſtically concerning a 
Perſair's -fatnels to. be 
recejved;into- lo near 
communion with them 
in this holy Ordinance; 
and ; tho; they . appre- 
hend his claim”. ro-, be 
frivolous or falſe, or 
unſarisfaGory, yet. ties 
up. their, hands,; from 
ſechading; him, :,;It.. it 
be taid, this Power xe- 
fides; an che Churgh. of 
Geraghrds: 3{ . this | very 
thing makes ut evident, 
that the Corinthians Pa- 


Hor $ bringing! . .Over 
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[ 104 ] 
with him thoſe f1x or 
ſeven Members, is but 
a falſe colour to var- 
mſh over a foul buſi- 
neſs, and hide the irre- 
gularity of the Prac- 
tice from the more 
{1mple-hearted that are 
tender of {wervins 
fromthe Rule. It it 
be ſaid; it belongs'to 
 bothot them to Judge; : 
1 ask again, which is 
the Church,and which 
15A Church-Judgmene? 
Tf it be {aid, both ; then 
here 1s an + Officer of 
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[. 105 |} 
Officer to and in the 
Church of Cenchrea ; 
which 1s the very thing 
which the practice ſup- 
poled tn the ObjeSiion 
1s deſigned to avoid : 
Beſides, Comminion of 
Churches: 15 alſo pervert- 
ed to confound and- jum- 
ble Churches,and make 
two Bodies that ought 
to be kept diſtinct, coa- 


leſce into one. 


L 3 


[ 106 |] 
POINT HE. 


Touching the invarias 
bleneſs of the Rule; 
and our flri Obliga- | 
tion to obſerve it, tho 


with hazard- of Sufe 
ferang. 


I. Tho mſtituted 
Worſhip hath under- 
gone {undry alterati- 
ons; that becoming an 
Inſtitution which ſome- 
times was not,and that 
again ceaſing to be one 
which {ſometimes was ; 

yet 


[ 197 ] 
yet mens ſtrict and 
punctual obſervance of 
Inſtitutions, 1s bound 
upon their Conſciences 
by the Second Con- 
mandment in all Ge- 
nerations, throughout 
all thoſe ſeveral Chan- 
ges that the Wiſdom 
of God hath made in 
his own Inſtitutions. 
IF. Our Inſtitutions: 
binding us in the 
ſtrength of the Second 
Commandment, as is 
faid, our {werving 
from the Rule of them 
muſt needs be a: Sin a- 
oainit. 


[ 108 | 
gainſt the Moral Law, 
and particularly, a 
breach of that Com- 
mandment; and hence, 
no more allow'd: us to 
avoid outward Suffer- 
ings, than tt 18 allow'd 
a Man to ſteal, againſt 
che Eighth Command- 
ment, that he- may a- 
void Poverty. Yea, of 
the two, the Fhief 1s 
on the better ſ1de,both 
becauſe the commands 
of the Firſt Table are 
greater than, the Com- 
mands of the Second ; 
and. becauſe as his Sin 
15. 


[ rog ] | 
is againſt a diſpoſal of 
Providence, darkned 
perhaps, exccedingly 
by the mterpoſure of 
much of the 1 iniquity of 
Man; ſo ours.1s againſt 
the expreſs Inſtitution 
and clear Command- 
ment of him who 1s. 
the Wiſdom of the Fa- 
ther, and Lord over 

all : Beſides, our Suf- 
terings coming for our 
adherence to the Com-- 
mands of Chriſt, we 

have ſignal Promiſes. 
relating to-ſuch a Cale 

and alloa rich oppor- 

portunity, 


ESe0: | 


portunity, and evident 
hopes of glorifying 
Chriſt by our Suffer- 
ings, all which ſhould 
mightily ſtrengthen us 
co our duty : But none 
of theſe things can be 
equally pleaded con- 
cerning one under Po- 
verty, who 1s reſtrain- 
ed from ſtealing by his 
Conlcience of the 
Erghth Command- 
ment. 

HILL All our Infti- 
tutions in the New 
Teſtament being in- 
68 on the Second 
Coin- 


G 


ſ 111 | 
Commandinent, as the 
Srock that bears them, 
no leſs than theirs 
were- under the Old 
Teſtament; We are 
no more allow'd to 
make bold with our 
Inſtitutions, either 1n 
neglecting any of 
them, or fſwerving 
from them 1nany kind 
or degree , than they 
under the Old Teſta- 
ment might with 
therrs. 

IV. The Rule given 
#5 being no les com- 
pleat and perfect than 
that 


ſ 112 | 
that which was grven 
them. Chriſt as a Son 
being no. lels faithful 
over his own Houſe than 
Moſes who was a Ser- 
vant,was 1m the Houle 
of his Maſter and 
Lord; and oxr Inſti- 
tutions being given 
forth from no leis 
Wildom and Grace 
and Authority than 
theirs were : Diff 
culties and Sufferings 
can no more relax our 
obligation ſtrictly: to 
oblerve the Ordinan- 
Ces. 
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ces given us by Chriſt, 
than they could relax 
their obligation to ob- 
{erve Moſes his Ordi- 
nances. Yea, we hay- 
10g 1n all theſe things 
rather the advantage 
of them, our obligati- 
on in matters of 1: ſti- 
tation mult needs be 
acknowledged 1n that 
regard the ſtriter and 
more 1ndifpenſible of 
the two. + 

V. Theres nothing 
eral of Tiſtitution' but 
15 a part -of the-Name 
of Chriſt, and part. of 
the 
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the Words of Chriſt, 
no leſs properly and 
really than. . the -moſt 
glorious Myſteries of 
Faith, or -meſt funda- 
mental Points of Doc- 
trine. 'But we muſt 
not in any. kind be @- 
ſhamed of any. of his 
words, nor 1n any. der 
gree:;ori fort deay., dny 
thing of his Nente-;. no, 
tho our-Lot be to;live 
in anadulterous.q#fd fit 
ful Generptzon, nd 10 
thole placps-and times 
where. the_not., deny- 
ing . of them may xolt 
b, us 


- 
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us our lives, Mark 8. 
38. Rev.2.13. 

VI. . The /caft and 
the greateſt matrers of 
Inflitution are 1nyoin'd 
us alike indiſpenſably, 
We may therefore as 
lawfully lay aſide all, 
as lay alide any Inſtr 
cation to 2 avoid Suffer 
18gs.. 

VII. One: ad by 
the: Lord's giving {o 


exact. a:Rule. : 1nmat- 
ters of. Inſtitution, 1s 


for the; Txyad: of our 
Obedience and Loyal- 
ty: And his bringing 
Difti- 
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Difficulties and Sufter- 
ings upon us for ob- 
ſerving what he hath 
commanded us, 1s alſo 
that he might take the 
more thorow and 1o- 
lema Tryal of our 
Loyalty, Love and 
Faithfulneſs to him. 
It 1s therefore 1mpotlt- 
ble that Difhculties 
and Sufferings ſhould 
alter that Rule 1n mat- 
ters-of ' Inſtitution, or 
give us any:Diipenta- 
tion as to our cloſe ob- 
{ervance thereof. 

Let me anſwer {ome 
Ob- 


; 
% 
z 


1 


8; 


ObjeHtons hence; and 
I ſhall proceed to the 


next Queſtion. 


Ob}. 1. The Church 
of Noo ah deſires the 
Ordinance of the Supper 


earneſtly, and ſtands in 


great need thereof for the 


ſtrengthening of their 
Faith in difficult times, 
and warming their love 
to Chrift and one ano- 
ther ; being alſo in the 
more danger of ſcatter- 
ing,in that they are de- 
prived. of a Paſtor of 
their own. Surely Chriſt 
| M bath 


DP” Crs) 
hath left ſome way for 
his Church to enjoy that 
Ordinance, in ſuch a 


time when their need of 


it 3s ſmgularly great : 
They muſt needs there- 
fore, as the Caſe 3s with 
them, either go without 
it to their great grief and 
wounding ,or have it ad- 
miniſired by one that is 
no Teaching-Ofticer,or 
borrow of Corinth their 
Paſtor. 

Anſ. 1. Cenchrea be- 
ing deprived of a Pa- 
ſtor, they muſt furniſh 
themſelves with one”; 
every 


EY array td. ho © 
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every Church being 
bound in Conſcience 
to provide 'it {elf with 
all the ſtanding Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt,as they 
will anſwer caſting off 
Chriſt's Authority that 
hath appointed rhem, 
and not be guilty of 
deſpiting his love who 
gives':them' «as ſignal 
Pledges thereot;.: and of 
{inning agaihſt; theit 
own: Souls, by neglects 
ing x: ſpecial | 'Ordr 

nance: forthe Edifica- 
twniand- Salvation: of 
—_ Dr 'r by © poo gin, 

M 2 
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2. *Fis ſad when 2 
Church. is. deprived of 
any Ordinance, eſpeci- 
ally that of Teaching 
Elders, and 1f God do 
indeed withhold them 
from enjoying one, it 
ought to be lookt up- 
on as a ſore Rebuke 
trom Chriſt, carrying 
m it no leſs than a 
Threatning to: remove 
his. Candleſtick from 
them, and as a kind of 
partial Excommunica- 
ting of. them inflicted 
by Chriſt hinfelt from 
Heaven and it 15 thenes 


Ly 
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fore a {ore and {olemn 
teſtifying againſt ſuch 
a Church by the Lord. 

3- This Judgment 
is much the heavier 
when it befalls a 
Church in ſuch a Day 
as the Objet:9n points 
at ; yet Afﬀiction 1s to 
be choſen before Sin : 
And the Affliction. of 
being deprived of that 
{weet: ; and , precious 
Ordinance.of the Sup- 
per, mn {uch._ a; time of 
ſpecial need.. of; it; 


 (tho:very grievous to-a 


gractous 19 pir tt; :; yet d) 
bY 1d 
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had better 'be born, 
than the Ordinance be 
{crambled after in an 
unlawful way. 

4. The Church of 
Cenchrea may as law- 
fully have it admini- 
ſtred by a non-Officer, 
as by the Officer of 
= Cluurch. For 
the Paſtor of Cormih 
1s-no other thana non- 
Officer to the Chureh 
of Cenchrea-; and there- 
fore if - the'6ne be 'Ir- 
regular an® unlawful 
(as-the ObjeStion feems | 
to- grant '1t 15): AS 18 

= the 
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the other allo no lets. 

s. | This Objection 
carries a Face as if the 
Church at Cenchrea 
could well enough 
content themſelves 
without a Paſtor,cou]d 
they but get the Lord's 
Supper by any {camb- 
ling ſhift, or conld 
they fatisfic themſelves 
in going without 1t : 
But ſurely - this 1s an 
evil frame on many ac- 
counts, and argues 
both httle Conſcience 
of walking in all. the 
Commands and Ordt- 
nances 
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nances of Chriſt ; and 
alſo that{uch a Church 
aims more at the kee 

ing up.the Form and 


Name of a Church, 


than at fulfilling their 
Duty to their own 
Souls. | 


Ob). 2. The Church 


is poor, and our Rulers 


are . ſo fan 
This was writ- INE 
ten when the fr one Yui ng 


Meetings of enCouraginent. 
Diſſenters were | 

in danger of to. Men of. 
being difturb'd "F 

gt their Way ; 
that they are rather ſe- 
vere againſt them; from 
whence 
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whence it comes to paſs 
both that the Church 3s 
under. an impoſſubility of 
maintaining, and.conſe- 
quently . of furniſhing. 
themſelves with a 
Paſtor of their own, and 
alſo hath little hopes of 
any peaceable and conti- 
aued enjoyment of him 
with them, if they had 
0112. - 
Anſwer 1, If the 
Church of Cenchrea 
can meet with the Pa- 
ſtor of the Church of 
Corinth to receive the 
Lord's Supper ( as it 
N Aeems 
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ſeerns they can) they 
may as well meet with 

a Paſtor of their own, 
abd enjoy his labours 
amongſt them, accord- 
ing to thc Rule and 
Order of the Goſpel. 

' 2. If the Church of 
Cenchrea be not detec- 
ive in their Duty, but 
lay out themfelves, as 
the Lord requires, for 
the obtaining of a Pa- 
ſtor of their own, and 
yet cannot obtain one; 
they may and ought 
to wait on the Lord 1n 
Faith and Hope that 


1n 
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11 due time. he will 
provide them of a Pa- 


| ſtor: And 1n the 


mean time they muſt 
keep his way, Pſal.37. 

34. bearing their want 
of a Paſtor as their af- 


| fiction from the Lord, 


which they muſt not 
{eek to eale themſelves 
of by ſinful and wre- 
gujar ways. 

3. It is one ſpecial 
thing wherein Chriſt 
1s: taking a Tryal of 
his: Churches 10 theſe 
Nations at this day ; 
whether they will be 
| MN 2 a 
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at the charge 'of main- 
taining all his Ordi- 
nances and Ofhicers a- 
mongſt them, without 
help therein from the 
Civil Magiſtrate ; or 
whether they will not 
rather be without 
them? And as it 
ts a ſpecial Particular 
wherein the Tryal of 
the preſent Providence 
hes; So -1t 1s that 
wherein Churches are 


in the more danger of | 


tailing, becauſe -1t /1s a 


part. of the Yoke: of | 


Chriſt, which the ge- 


nerality 
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nerality of the Church» 
es in theſe Nations 
have not put thew 
Necks under hereto- 


fore ; whereas all even 


the. pooreſt Churches 


that we read of in the 
Apoſtles times,- did 
from their firſt Conſtt- 
tution furniſh them- 
ſelves with Officers 
without any help 
therein from the Civil 
Magiſtrate, ; who was 
11 many regards more 
ſevere againſt them, 
than through the. fa- 
vour 'of God: ours are 
| 23 WW 
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to us. See 1 Theſſ.5. 
12. with chap. 1.6. and 
2.14. and 2 Theſſ. 1. 

This Church was 
one of the Churches of 
Macedonia, ſpoken of 
2 Cor. 8. 1,2,3; 

4, Ut the Church 
of Cenchrea through 
extream Poverty can- 
not of themſelves pro- 
vide a Paſtor of their 
own, the Lord hath 
not left them without 
dire&ion and relief in 
this caſe.In which the 
ought both to earch 
the Word themſelves, 


and 
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and allo to conſult o- 
ther Churches, whole 
Duty it 1s not only to 
hold torth Light to-a 
Siſter-Church in the 
dark, but alſo to yield 
forth outward Sup- 
plies toa Ciſter-Church 
in diſtreſs ; which. is a 
lovely exerciſe and 
fruit of nwtual Cha- 
rity and Communion 
between Srſter-Churche 
es, and that which 
hath unqueſtionable 
Warrant in the Word; 
whereas iþ;s of bor- 


rowiag and lending an 
N. 4 Offi- 
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Officer to do a Caſt of 
his Office in another 
Church beſides his 
own, 1s a thing un- 
heard of in the Scrip- 
ture, and never prac- 
tiſed by the Primitive 
Churches under the 
Apoſtles: direction. 


- Obj. 3. Difficult 
times produce unuſual 
Caſes and Extremities, 
and that which in an 
ordinary caſe would not 
be lawful, is allowable 
z# ſuch Caſes and 
Times. 


Anſw.. 


"$2333 
\- Anſw. 1. Difficult 
times do indeed: pro- 
duce unuſual - afflicti- 
ons on Churches, and 
make their Temptati- 
on to depart from the 
the Rule fo much the 
greater, yea too too of- 
ten caufe breaches and 
miſcarriages amongſt 
them 3 But no difhcul- 
ry or ſeverity of the 
'Fimes can alter the 
Rule given by Chriſt 
unto his Churches. 

.2. The: Prinutive 
Churches of the New 
Feſtament, - were. un- 


der 
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der as much difficulty 
as any Churches in 
this Land can pretend 
to be in; yet they kept 
cloſe to the Rule, nor 
do we find in them a- 
ny fach practice as 
this, nor any thing that 
may countenance It in 
the Sacred Records 
concerning them. 

3. Difficulty of the 
Times calls indeed for 
the exerciſe of ſuita- 
ble Graces, and allo of 
Prudence: But Pru- 
dence bath its ſcope 
_— in fuch things 1 
Church 
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Church-Worſhip as 
are no part of the 
Worſhip, but only.cir- 
cumſtances thereof, re- 
lated to Worſhip not 
as it 1s Worſhip, but 
as an action performed 
by Men, all whole ac 

O ak have time 
and place for them. 
And thence the things 
wherein Prudence may 
interpole to wary, are 
ſuch: things abour 
which there 15 no poſt- 
tive Divine Inſtitution. 
When Place and Time 
come under. an In ffitu- 


£208 
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z2i0n (as for Example; 
the Temple and therr 
Feaſts under the Old 
Teſtament, and ' the 
Firſt Day of the 
Week in the New) 
| there . Prudence may 
-not alter them; nor 


may we on ſuch anac-. 


count {werve from the 
Rule ; for they. become 
Parts of Worſhip. 
4. The Adminiſtra» 
tor of the Supper- is 
more than. a:commort 
circumſtance "of the 
Worſhip performed .in 
that Ordinance. . For 
TED he 
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he JanQifies the Ele- 
ments, as the Temple 
or Altar did their Sa- 
crifices and Gifts ; be- 
ing the SubStitute - of 
Chriſt 1n the admint- 
ſtration of that Otdi- 
nance,;appointed there- 
unto by the inſtitution 
of the Lord. : And of 
this there:ſeems. to be 
an * acknowledgment 
and ſenſe, in. the .prac- 
tice pleaded againſt 1n 
this Diſpute : For why 
elſe doth the: Church 
of. Cenchrea ſcek fot 
the Officer of . the 

Church 
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Church of Corinth, and 
not take any of their 
own private Members 
for this work ? 

5. 'Tis moſt true, 
A firmative Commands 
do not bind us to be 
always acually tul- 
filling of them ; yet 
Negative Commands 
reſtrain us at all times 
from tran{grefiing of 
them. And therefore 
tho the Church be not 
bound to be every day 
celebrating, the Lotrd's 
Supper, yet they are 
bound when-ever they 


do 
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do celebrate it, to do 
it in no other manner 
than according to the 
Rate given them by 
Chriſt the Lord;whoſe 
Rule i, that their ow7: 
and not another Church- 
es Officer adminiſter it 
amongſt them. 

I thall add no more 
on this Queſtion, only 
that I know :not- that 
I am ſrmgulay 1n any 
thing that I have writ- 
ten; ſure I am, that 
in the ſum and main 
of the caſe, I have the 
generality af the Mr- 
niſters 
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niſters and Churches 
of the Congregational 
Perſuaſion concurring 
with me. As: an evi- 
dence thereof, let me 
dire&t to one Teſtimo- 
ny, and tran{cribe azo- 
ther z not doubting bur 
had I my Books and 
Papers about me, I 
could cafily add many 
more. The. firſt Te- 
ſtimony | 1s Dr. Owen 1n 
his Brief. InftruSion in 
the Worſhip of God,&c. 
by way of Oueftion and 
Anſwer. Queſt.26. page 
I18, I19, 120, 121, 
> =—_ - 
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122, 123. Where he 
is mod expreſs againſt 
it, and. gives fundry 
Arguments to confirm 
his Judgment. The 
other Teſtimony 1s of 
all the Officers and 
Meflengers of: the Cqu- 
gregational Churches 1n 
the . Declaration of 
their Faith and Order, 
agreed on and Publiſh- 
ed Auno 16595. The 
16th Propoſition CONrt 
cerning the Inſtitution 
of Churches, @c. runs 
thus, 4 Shrek furniſb- 
ed | with Officers (accor-- 
| O cap 
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ding to the mind of 
Chrift) hath full power 
to adminifter all bis. Or- 
dinances, and where 
there 3s want of any one 
or more Officers required, 
that Officer, or thoſe 
which are in the Church 
may adminiſter all the 
Ordinances proper to 
their particular Duty 
and Offices; But where 
there are no Teaching 

cers, none may athmi- 
niSter the Seals, nor can 
the Church authorize a- 
xy ſa to do. 


Quelt. 
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QUESTION II. 


2 May a Member of the 


) Church. at Cenchrea 
e partake of the Lord's 
j Supper adminiſtred 
e there by the PaStor of 
'0 the Church of Co- 
y rinth, eſpecially bin- 
re | Jelf' nor being clear; 
1g whether the prafliee 
Th of the Paſtor of” Co- 
7h rinth 712 this parti- 
a- cilar be Warrant- 
able © 


{t. © Auf. 
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Aiſ. No : Whether 
lie be fatisfied,or {cru- 
pulous abour the War- 
rantableneſs of the at 
_ of the Paſtor otCorinth, 
he may not participate 
ofthe Lord's Supper 
adminiſtred by him in 
the Church of Cen- 
chrea. 

t. There 1s {ſuch a 
near alliance and ne- 
cellary connexion by 
the appointment. of 
God, between the per- 
ſon adminiſtring, and 
tlie orderly admin- 
firation of this Ordi- 
nance, 
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nance, that I cannot 
partake of it,but I con- 
tract upon my felt the 
guilt of. his unlawtul 
adminiſtration. It a 
Juſtice of the Peace in 
Middleſex fend out his 
Warrant to- fetch me 
before him in Eſſex, 
and it.being there ſer- 
ved upon-me I ſubmit 
to it and ſuffer my ſelf 
to be carried before 
tim by vertue of it,, I 
become hereby. guilty 
of. compliance with his 
arrogating Authority 
which. the . King hath 


nor 
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not given him. So 1t 
is in this caſe, and the 
reaſon thereof is, that 
neceſlary connexion 
which there 1s tn both 
caſes, between the aCt 
that is done, and the 
perſon's rightful au- 
thority that doth it. 

2. My communica- 
ting evidently holds 
forth an approbation. 
of his power or right 
to-adminiſter-: And fo 
tt ts a Stn againſt that 
Charity which I owe 
to him, for I confirm 
and ſtrengthen him in 
that 


Tp} 
that his Error., It is 
allo a.' Sin againft the 
Charity that 1 owe to 
the Church by a near- 
er and ſpecial Bond, 

being tm F ellowſhip 
with them, and one 
of them ; fir chis my 
communicating doth 
alſo incourage them in 
the Error of their way. 
It 1s true indeed, if his 
acting were ſuch as 
might be Jaw fully done 
by him, and defi red by 
them, on ſome other 
erounds ; then, tho-the 
true” and juſtifying 


grounds 


grounds of it were mz{- 
taken both. by them 
and bim;then | ſay, my 
bare Prelence and com- 
municating with them 
could not be juſtly, in- 
terpreted as a ſinful 1n- 
couraging of them; but 
there being zo ground 
that renders his act 
lawful, the caſe is 
otherwile.. 


Obz. But ſundry 
holy, Satuts have expe: 
rienced the gracious pre: 


ſence of Chriſt, ſpeaking 


peace, and Firengthening 
_ their 
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their Faith and Grace 
in the. Lord's Supper ſo 
adminiſtred ; and there- 
fore it 3s his Ordinance, 
and rightly adminiſtred, 
and I may communicate 
it tt. 

Anſw. 1. Tho the 
error of the Admini- 
ſtration argued againſt 
in theſe Papers, ſhould 
not be ſo deep as to 
make it 20 Ordinance of 
Chriſt ; yet it may be 
ſuch, and doubtleſs 1s, 
as to make my commu- 
nicating therein unlaw- 
ful. The Crols joined 

” 
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to Baptiſm doth not 
make it Null, yet it 
makes it unlawful for 
me to receive it {o ad- 
miniſtred. Kneeling 
at the Supper deſtroys 
it not from being 
Chriſt's Ordinance,yet 
makes it unlawtul for 
me to receive the Sup- 
per at all if I cannot 
receive it otherwile 
| than Kneeling. In the 
cale under debate, nel1- 
ther the lawiulneſs- of 
the Paſtor of Corinth's 
adminiſtring in Cen- 
chrea, nor the lawful 
| nels 


which indeed is no 
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neſs of a Member of 
Cenchrea's communica- 
ting in the Supper fo 
adminiſtred can be 
made good, tho it 
ſhould be granted to 
remain Chriſt's Ordi- 
nance,notwithſtanding 
the Error that 1s in the 
Adminiſtration. 

2. Chriſt may be 
experienced graciouſly 
preſent to a Believer's 
Soul in an- adminiſtra- 
tion which it 1s not 
lawful for the Believer 
to partake of; yea, 


Or- 
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Ordinance of Chriſt. 
Doubtleſs many good 
Souls, who in former 
Times have through 
infirmity, and want of 
Light, conſcientiouſly 
uſed Common-Prayer, 
or obſerved the Holy- 
days, have had expe- 
rience of {pecial and 
{weet communion with 
Chriſt, both in the 
one and 1n the other :- 
yet neither are Chriſt's 
Ordinance; nor will 
thit Experience war- 
rant the lawtulneſs of 
the uſe and obſervyati- 
On 
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on thereof : For the 
Lord therein had not 
any reſpect to the one 
or the other as any 
Ordinance of his ; bur 
of his great Goodneſs 
over-look'd the -1nfir- 
mity and accepted the 
ſincerity | of his Ser- 
vants, having reſpect 
to the Graces in their 
Hearts that were ſtir- 
red up and awakened 
to exerciſe, by the ap- 
prehenſion (thoa mil- 
taken one) of an Or- 
dinance of his ; He be- 
ing fo abundant in 
Good» 
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Goodneſs and Truth, 
that he oftentimes 
does that for us in a 
way of Grace, which 
we could not challenge 
from him by-vertue of 
any expreſs Promiſe of 
his ; He then by the 
greatneſs of our Error 
magnifying. his own 
Grace the more. 

The deſign of 
thete Papers is not to 
bereave any of their 
precious Experiences, 
nor call them in Que- 
ſton ( yer we ſhould 
not build more on 
them 
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them than they . will 
bear) but to ſave us 
from an Error in Op1- 
nion and Practice, of a 
very lad aſpect ſy C- 
vil conſequences, if tt 
ſhould once find gene- 
ral entertainment in 
the Churches : But I 
had rather leave them 
to the Reader's own 
Thoughts than put my 
felt to the trouble of 
declaring them. 
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